
Kurdish Alphabet, Transliteration and Pronunciation 

 

Voiced (sonant) Consonants: 

B-b ب  as in bell 

C-c ج  as in juice 

D-d د  as in door 

R-r ر  slightly rolled tongue „R“  

Ř-ř ڕ  strongly rolled tongue „R“ 

Z-z ز  as in zeal 

J-j ژ  as in engineering 

 “pharyngeal fricative „A  ع '

Ẋ-ẋ غ  velar fricative „R“ 

V-v ڤ  as in veal, victory 

G-g گ  as in gate 

L-l ل  as in line 

Ĺ-ĺ ڵ  apico-dental “L” as in all 

M-m م  as in mail 

N-n ن  as in nose 

Unvoiced Consonants: 

P-p پ  as in pound 

T-t ت  as in tall 

Ç-ç چ  as in cheap or deutsch 

Ĥ-ĥ ح  pharyngeal fricative „H“ 

X-x خ  as in loch or ach 

S-s س  as in sell 

Ş-ş ش  as in show 

F-f ف  as in fish 

Q-q ق  uvular, emphatic „K“ 

K-k ک  as in king 

H-h هـ  as in house 

Short Vowels: 

E-e ە ـە  as in bat 

U-u و  as in pull 

I-i (the bizroka is a short vowel not written 

in Kurdish: e.g. ڵد   =  diĺ) 

Long Vowels: 

A-a ا  as in father 

Û-û وو  as in you 

O-o ۆ  as in opera 

Ê-ê ێ  as in Esther 

Î-î ی  as in machine 

Half Vowel / half Consonants: 

W-w و  as in what 

Y-y ی  as in yes 

  

 


